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President’s Message
Hello, Southern Business Educators,
I hope this finds you all looking forward to the Christmas and New Year holiday break. If
you are like me, you are ready for some down time with your family and friends.
As I write my final newsletter as SBEA President, I want to thank everyone for allowing
me to serve on the SBEA Executive Board. I can humbly say it has been an honor and
pleasure to lead such a wonderful group of educators through an unusual time in our lives,
both personally and professionally.
As we have all incurred a lack of normalcy in many ways, one educator calls it “a
generation-defining event for our students,” (https://www.edweek.org/teachinglearning/opinion-8-ways-the-pandemic-may-affect-students-in-the-future/2021/10) as
we have seen changes that have brought about improvements and upgrades to our
teaching methods and modalities, developments in communication and classroom
management that did not exist before the pandemic, and a new cohort of learners who are
navigating their education unlike anyone before them. Time will continue to show us the
long-term effects of all that has transpired over the past two years as we move forward
mitigating change in educating our students.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make “Rockin’ & Rollin’ with SBEA” in Memphis a
huge success! We had great attendance coming off of a pandemic and a large number of
first-time attendees. It was great to have the NBEA Executive Director, Joe McClary, with
us this year representing our national organization. Throughout the newsletter, I will
share photos of our time in Memphis at the conference.
As our organization looks to the new year, we can anticipate with excitement upcoming
conferences and continuing our lifelong learning pursuits. The annual NBEA Conference
will be held in Chicago on April 12 – 15. What a fun city to visit! The 2022 SBEA
Conference will be held in Hotel Roanoke in beautiful Roanoke, Virginia, on October 9 –
13. Mark your calendars now and start making plans to attend. I am already planning!
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Before I close out my tenure as SBEA President, I want to thank once again the SBEA
Executive Board members I have worked so closely with over the past few years. They
have been helpful, fun, supportive, mentoring, and always ready to do what has to be done
to make SBEA the best region! I appreciate each and every one of you and am grateful for
your friendship.
I also want to congratulate the new SBEA
Executive Board members. I know they will be
phenomenal in every way, and I look forward
to working with each of them.
I pray you will all have the merriest of
Christmases and may you be blessed in the
coming year.
Respectfully,
Marie Coleman, Ph.D., President, SBEA

Upcoming Events

•
•
•
•

•
Alabama Business Education
Association (ABEA) Conference –
February 5, 2022, Auburn University, HortonHardgrave Hall, Auburn, AL https://www.albusinessed.org/
•
Business Education Symposium
(NBEA) – February 20 -11, 2022, Sonesta
White Plains, White Plains, NY & Virtual https://nbea.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1575634&group=
Louisiana Association of Business Educators (LABE) Conference - March
11, 2022, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, LA http://laabe.weebly.com/
National Business Education Association (NBEA) – 2022 Hybrid Convention
– April 12 – 15, 2022, Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile, Chicago, IL –
https://nbea.org/page/2022Convention
Southern
Business
Education
Association (SBEA) - October 9 – 13,
2022, Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke, VA
Be sure to check the NBEA website and
calendar for webinars and other events.

Please email dates and locations of your 2022
state conferences to
sbeaconvention@gmail.com to be included in
the next newsletter.
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Congratulations to the SBEA Award Winners
Middle School/Secondary Teacher of the Year Carole Anderson, Bauxite High School, Arkansas

Postsecondary Teacher of the
Year - Wendy Sonnier, SOWELA
Technical Community College, Louisiana

Collegiate/University Teacher of the Year –
Lauren Miller, Auburn University, Alabama

Distinguished Service to Business
Education by a Supervisor Marie Coleman, SOWELA Technical
Community College, Louisiana

Outstanding Leadership Award –
Michelle Taylor, Mississippi State University, Mississippi
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More Highlights from Rockin’ & Rollin’ with SBEA
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Meet the New SBEA Board
(Effective January 1, 2022)

President – Tracie Opolka, Arkansas
President – Elect – Cheryl Wiedmaier, Arkansas
Vice President – Elizabeth Diamond, Kentucky
Immediate Past President – Marie Coleman, Louisiana
Secretary/Treasurer – Chad Springer, Alabama
Membership Director – Lauren Miller, Alabama
Webmaster – Carole Anderson, Arkansas
SBEA Director to NBEA – Elisha Wohleb, Alabama
We are here to serve our SBEA members! Email us at sbeaconvention@gmail.com if we
can help you in any way! www.sbeaonline.org
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